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When scholars write the history of the world twenty years from now, what will they say was the most

crucial development in the first few years of the twenty-first century? The attacks on the World

Trade Center on 9/11 and the Iraq war? Or the convergence of technology and events that allowed

India, China, and so many other countries to become part of the global supply chain for services

and manufacturing, creating an explosion of wealth in the middle classes of the world's two biggest

nations? And with this "flattening" of the globe, has the world gotten too small and too fast for

human beings and their political systems to adjust in a stable manner? --This text refers to the

Kindle Edition edition.
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I picked up this book without reading any reviews on it hoping that I would get a neutral view and

take on the phenomena of globalization. Now I wish I hadn't and I really wish Thomas Friedman

hadn't "expanded and updated" the book - twice.As I wanted to read a neutral book, I will give as

neutral a review as possible.His writing is engrossing, no doubt, and he makes very solid (while very

obvious) points about what, who, and how globalization came to be and continues to advance.

Within the first 300 pages or so, I really didn't take away anything new except a few of his personal

delightful stories to use as examples of his points.And then . . . came in the non-neutrality. He

began making statements about Bush and other things that just leave a bad taste your mouth.

Within the rest of the context of the book it seemed like he really didn't have to go into political



scuttlebut. Typically it seems journalists have more credibility when they do not do as he did. Also,

he points out some examples of (obvious) problems, but lots of his suggested solutions seem

unrealistic; which is probably why I have still yet to see any of them come to be used. Some

suggestions and prose were good, but the bad outweighed them.Many times I found myself reading

the same points over and over again in the same section. It seemed to me that he would grind many

of them in so much and really drag on many of the chapters or sections that did not need to be as

long to get the point across. An example of this (and I don't have the book right in front of me to

point out the page numbers) is when he even uses the same word over 12 times in 2 1/2 pages to

describe something. Not very flattering and it made the sentence structure hard to follow through.
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